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; To the 0.C. of the British Troops, ‘g
b il 3

M!'W!Stroom.

S P Hononurable Sir, _ =
3 With this I enclose 4 letters, f+;_ J
i holding £4:0:3% in cash (1), (2) Cash 6/8, (3) 20/- a note

. ' (4) Cash 6/9 and alsc a pocket book. ,‘F '

These letters and other artiel s belong to

the five Burghers that were shot, and to fulfil their
proposed request to send these things to thaé; widow

A, e __w.qrzgr.l,.._,.l_.__send them to you with the rsma:&&@ see that ‘j
they come into the proper hands. 2 @; i

"ll'l'

You will find all the n the different

letters.
r to remain,
ent servant,

,,a"nﬂ ral,
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Y. lKeek.
; The QoL were Jrn Ko
Gneey Any tlabione oD
& %ﬁ MM(MM/?
W%Q/MMW

Jo. rasa,
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Pormrded. - .

(Sd) A.A. MOHATAY., Capte
DeA.A.iey I. Natal,

From Intell., Natal,
Lo Intell., Volksrush.
H.1077 Aug 16th. B : have

surrendered Burghsrs letters sent in by C,

From Intell,, Vollksrust,

To Intell,, Natal,
e Aug 16th B, 1074 Yes they ws

letters stating they had bsen sentenced to

From, D.A.A.irasIe, Natal,
TOws: DaM.Te

b 15 s e

- — -

/01 pleass, Py B R
3/01 plea : =
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statenent to Field Intslligence Department mads g Yartinus

Britz of the Farm Schurwepoort 44 Wward 2, Wallrerstroom, and

t111 the 28nd inst a memrer of Koch’s laager of surrendered

Burghers,. livimg on Roolpoort 119,

On the 88nd July,1901 I was in Volksrusi, and returned

to the [aager ap sunset, When I arrived at my tent my wife
and my mothe® informed me that F.W. Roch Serr., F.W. Koch,.
Jnr., Lodewyk Koch, F.W. son, Hendri', F.W. som, L.C. Joutrert
and my brothers cert P, Piet M, Okker J, and Cornelius J.Britz
hd zone after a parky of Roers who had looted some of our
stock, My wife and my mobhar sald that they had heard rifle
shops, shortly after, Jjust after dark, my brother O'v:er,.
. brought my brothsr Cornslius back, ha, the latter having hesn
hurt by his horse falling with him, They informsd me that
they had ta%en the sheep bact from the Boers, but ths cagtle
/¥#/ they could not geh. Shortly afterwards the remaindar
of ths party returned. Thay informsed me that they had exchanged
several shots with the Boers. Ap 7 p.m. Mr F.W. Koch Senr,.
wert PBrink and Hendrix Koch went on guard over the cattle
Which were in the} 'raal. A$ 10 p.m, Oker Britz, Lodewyk
Koch and rmysslf went tO s9s what the dog was barking at. We
e found we were surroundsd by Boers at a distance of about 40“

yards. "y brother Oker was at this time om ths "Stosp" of
the house. I called +0 him to waks ﬁp-m others, and Lodewyk
Koch B. son, and myself Jumped over the wall into t.ht; Kraal,
¥y Prother halted the Boers and they imrediately fired. Koch
x lraal. The cartridge case stuck in

(s
[l




he dropped, shot through the haed. Ap this time his

rhe walance of us retired into

sonLodewyk was also wounded .
firing and

verandah rooms and the Boers ceased

one of the
F.W. Koch Jm'l W‘Ont to the door

called for us to comé oub.
urrender 1if they guarantesd our

4 coms out the would not

and sald that we would s

lives. The answer was that we coul

We then surcendsred, they to00% our rifles from us

We told them F.W. Koch senr.,

shoot us.
and asled who they zilled.
they said that hs was the mn thsy intendsd to %ill, They

then asksd who was wounded, by brother (ert sald I am,. they

sald it is a pity you are not %lllad as Wwe have beun lo “ting

for you a long time, They said loo% sharp and get ready to

move as the British troops would be after them, Thsy had
e collected the few horses we had and §¢g Wid/ went off on foot
| for about 600 yvards, Thay then gave us horses to ride and
they took us to Alfrsd Robertson’s house (Elandsberg 109)
that night we arrived there just at daylight. They shut us
in an outside room and thsy went and prepared brsalkfast for
themselves, wWe had nons. from ther we wers talken on a trolley
drawn by eight mules to Lodawyk Sples’ farm (ioodshoop 87%)
where thsy informed us eneral Chris Botha was, He ordsersd
us to b8 moved to usrt Peters farm we slept thers that ndgh}
( 85rd # 84th) at mid-day the 84th we wers ssnt to Peltresm
504 and slept thers that nighd( 24th & 2tth)., On the acth
We wers brought befors a eneral Court Martial at Baltresna
consisting of:=

e Gensral Chris Boi'-'m. g
; . Gmma.nt Waldkerstroom(President)
. F.C. Ward 1., Walserstroom,

s Asst F.C, lla.rd 2 Waxis
k 874. I‘S‘bI‘Ooma




ralders, Wwhoever thay might be, My four brothers,

plet, Okker and cornelius pleadsd ths same, They

ert,
y rrother jerdy with having tallan man from

further chargsd m
Comrando Lo surrsnder, and sallad six men Aas witnesses agalinsh

him,:=
F.C. Lourens Badenhorst.

Lr&]"l‘ial Smt Jm'- 59-
Stephanus van dsr Vverwe., Vlaakpoort 238.

ert van der Marwe,. Amarsfoort.
Jan Loursns, Novitgézisn. 37
captain Myburgh., E.V.C.
Thess latter wers very bitter agalnst him, my brother
having hesn Assistant Fleld Lornep at ons time, Thay statad
. that they had heard my brrothsr wrote a letter to a Burghsr

called Johan Swanton advising Burghsrs to0 surrender. ILzaak

sreyling said thap Court should e closed +111 tollowing day

to allow of Johan Swanton hteing callad. Bosman said "No"

as Swanton’s evidence would ®e more azalaap my brother than

in his favour, My brothsr cert asled that he might bs called

bup they gave him no answer, Landdrost Bosman than addrassed

ths Uourt, read the Law, and saild that we were gullty of High

Treason punishable by Death, He as)ed the Lourt to te merciful
& to F.W. Koch Jnr, and Louw Joubert. Ths vourt rstirsd ror

ten minutes, On resuming they gave the verdict that cert Brigsz,,

Plst Brits, Oller Brits a.nd‘m{nru Koch were to ba shot,

¥artinus Britz to receive 20 lashes, F.W. Foch junr, Lodewyk

Koch, B, son and Louw Joubter: wers to recsive 25 lashes each,
Bas : and be put over-their f-‘:.shﬁing line, if found within same, |




were standing at the door off the room where we had besn

prisoners and sSAaw the % mentloned above lad to the graveside

blindfolde, their hats taken off, and we all heard tha shots.

I myself could not loo%. Runnake returnsd and called Hendrik

Koch and my brother Okler, they were dealt with in tha same

manner. The roorm we were 1in was atbout 800 yvards from the

cameteyy
who did not 1ire, but the men pressnt wsre of Ward 8 Wallker-—

which 1s a walled enclosure. I cannot say who, or

stroom and Sdouard’s Verkennings Corps. (en. Chris Botha and
F.C. Lourens Badsnhorst then cams to ms and askad if we had
heard the shots. I answersed yes. Botha said "Well this will
"he a warning to you not to tale up arms against the Bosrs
"again".

About 12 o’clock on the 87th ilustant our lashes were
dealt out to us, and half an hour later a trollsy was inspanued
with 4 mules ana we were driven as far as Vailpoort 38 that
night. On the 28th inst we wers brought as ar as Vlakpoort
232 on horseback from whors we could sses the Britlsh Troops.
#he-tenth~PaR~rePb- Our escort dis mounted us and told us to
g0 to the Troops. The tenth man (ert Plster Oosthuizen who was
captured with us remained with us t11l the morning of the 25th
inst when he was called by Bosman and kspt away from us t111
the morning of the 26th when he came and sald geod buws am
they were senaing him with Wessel crosnwald Jun, to Amsrsfoort.
I saw the Declarations made by him, he declared ntohing but
the. truth, and his avi@a%g.-_ uld not 1in any way go against us.
My hrother Plet and Okker Wwers Rritish subjscts having

Ay Ladysmith, Natal,
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I corrohorate the statements made by K.W. Koch Junr.,.
and Marthinus Britz, the only point on which I dirfer with
them 1s that I consider that the distance from the room of
the house, in which we were confined, to thse camatery on
the farm Beltsesna was 100 yaxrds not 200 as stated by them.

The following incidsnts may help to prove that Hl Woch,,
re Britz, C. Britz and 0. Britz were shot by the Bosers on the

I was standaing outside thse room the

I saw firsk . Britz, C. Britz

g6th of July,1901...
whols tims of the procesding.
and P. Britz led from the roor to the Csmetery. I saw two

of them blindfoldsd hr Lourens Louls Badsnhorst, Field Cornet
the Burghers standing round sang a hymn and thsn an order
was given to those with guns to prapare. I heard a volley,.
. which sounded 1iks 10 shops togsther, and I saw the three
rfall, H. Koch and 0. Britz were then taksn to tha Cemstery
and blindrolded, I believe also by L. Badsnhorst F.C., and I
also heard the shots and saw the two drop. The most of the
Burghers then left the Cematery, some mounting thair horses
and riding away, others to (rosnwald’s house close by.
general Chris Botha came and asked if we had sesn the men
shot. I answered "Yes",
Thsrs wers a Tew Burghers with Na.ﬁivas in tha Csmstery
P with plcks and spades. I could ses that they were £illing in
E. the grave. I also saw Natives digging the gra.v:a @arlisr in
-:-‘--':__ ; the morning. rield Cornet Lourens Badsnhorst cm;m to me and
”’m "Here 1s the deceased C. Britz’ hat which ha asked me to
"Eiw You for you to take to his Mother", Thia hat T brought
o m hAve 1ot yet given it to his Mopher as I have uot,

enhorst if I might zo and look




The men were buried on the East side of wall enclosure,
inside the wire fence, hut outsidse the walled enclosure.
The Cemetsry is on an Easterly declining plain, and the men
were buried, from the lowest end of the grave, (. Brita,,
P. Brits, C. Britz and H. Koch,

I myself did not think that the Boers would shhot them,
and therefore watched ths procesdings most carefully, I saw
all the men go to the cemestery and they certainly did not

comé away from there,

(8d) L.C. Joubert,
Sworn bufors me at Volksrust this 12th day of August, 1901,
(Sd) A.L. POWOJ-I., Cﬁpfﬂ-iﬂ., J.P.

STATEMENT to Fisld Intelligsnce Department mads by
Frederick Wilhelm Roch of the farm Vlakpoort N.858, and t111

the 22nd July,1901 a membsr of Foch’s laager of surrendered
Burghers living on Roolpoort 119,

About half-pash 5 o’clock of the afternocon of the 22nd
July, 1901, I was at our laager on Roolpoort where ons of our
Vatlves named Kwenkive came and informed me that 5 Bosrs were
ralding our stock, Nins of us,, F.W. Koch Senr,, armed,
Hendrik Koch jnr, Armed, Lodewyk Koch, ¥, son, armed, (srt
Britz armed, Piet, Britz armed,. O%ier Brits armed,. Louw Joubert
and myself armed, foliowed to take the stock back, wWe

arrived to within 1200 yards of them when they fired at us,
~all three shot at us,

B e —

.. We then S8parated % of us working to
§ W 1sf't, and the ba.lamn to the right of them, bus-she-Reens
~rAENe 63e they comtinued firing, ths three
. the shesy from them,. but the Boers




ert Bripz wounded and my brother Lodewyk also wounded,.

and the women and children would be burnsd to death in the

Bosrs contunued riring through the windows and
1 right talk to them.

house., The
front door of the house, our part sald al
out and sald they must stop riring, that we would

-d our livaes( 1 man whom I racog-

I went
surrender if they guarants
nised afterwagds to be Caph Ywhurgh of the Verkanpags Corps)

sald you can come oub, we guaranteed your lives. Qur party
then swrrendsred to him, This Capt "yburgh dsclared on our
trial that we had surrendered 10 him, but did not say that
he had guarantesd owr lives., With 'yburgh were a de "sllion
& Schalk Burgsrs, two members of Chrls Botha’s Staff, also
ROs1f Visagle of Ward 2 Wal:erstroom, and I balieve of the
farm Sterkfontein. The Bosrs toolt us off to Alfred Robsrt-
son’s fMarm, Elandsherg, whers we arrived about daybreak on
the 23rd inst. After tha Bosrs had had breakfasj, they took
us to :eneral Chris Botha who was at Lodewy% Sples?’ farm,
He told ther to take us to (8rt Schssper’s farm, where we
slspt that night. About 2 p.m, of ths 24th inst we were
removed to Wessel (roenwald’s farm Besltresna, and on the 8:tth
we wers tried by Courp Yartial which consisted of 7 men as
follows:=

(:3n.Chris Botha.

Landdrost Besman,

Izaak Greyling, Commandant,

F.Coy Adriaan Badenhopost, Ward 1,

=

Asst, F.C., Plet |




they might be, whether Bnglish putch, Xarfir or any body

else who came to steal our stock, Bosman said we had taksn

up arms against looters whom he undsrstood to ba them (the

Bosrs) thersfare we wers guilty of High Treason. We Aazaln

denied 1t, but he said we wers charged with 1%, and the Court
was postponsd for 10 minutes, When ths 10 minutss had passsed
we were callsd befors the (ourt as also the witnssses against
us. Louw Badenhorst F.C., Ward £ stated that we all shot
at them, satriel Swart Jr., stated that hs had sesn ert
Britz shhot at him, Stephanus V,D. "erwe stated that we
had all shot at them, Capt. "vburgh dsclarad as alrseady
stated by me, (:6rt van der “erwe of Amsrsfoort known as
. Wit srt statsd that ert Britz had avised (by lettsr) the
Burghsrs 0 surrendsr at the time he (Britz) surrsendsred.
Lourens Badsnhorst ¥.L,, declared ths same, Landdrost Boaman
asked the witnesses i they had sassn ths letiter mentionsd,.
they sald no, but they had heara of it from a Burzhsr John
Swanton., A man named Jan Lourens thsen cams forward and
declared that he had heard the lstter read by Commandant
Joubert in whivh ert Britz asked for his cart and mulss and
other goods as hs was goilng to surrendsr, Britz said hs aid

. not ask for a carg, but the witnsss was corract regarding the
- other part of the lstter, gert Britz then asksd that John
Swanton might be called, they hesitated ana said that Swanton
m not there and the bom:-tm ¢losed so that the mem: ers

of sare could considar‘&_h}ir veraick. Two hours passad and we

R
.
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At half pasp 11 Koos Repske came and called Gert Britz, <5

plet Britz and cornelius Britz and conducted them to the
".-—-—n-:'" ___-_____...—-ﬂ-m

cemstery about 200 yvards off, thay blindfolded them and stood
them 2 or 3 yards from @ach other,
facing the cemetery and I saw the 3 shot

Koos Rensle then camé and sa4dled Hendrik Koch and Okker PBritz

and I saw thess two also shot.

T was standing in the

doorway of oour room

went, through the same rorm,.

I am swre thap Stephanus vVan der Merwe of Vlakpoorft was one

of the firing party. I pelievse that (abrisl Swart Jr, of

Vaalbanksprult Drifp was also one,. but of this I am not sure.

seneral Chris Botha then cams to us and agked if we had heard

the shoks, we answered yas, he said let this be a warning fo
you and mind what vou are doing, he also sald that he wousl
. send 2 report to Wakkerstroom,
On the 27th inst. M. Britz .. Joubert L. Woch and mysslf

T ——
received our lashes, not on our bare skins, but our coats

were taken off, ¥.C. Badenhorst then ordsred us four
to bqlte.ken by trolley to Vaalpoort, and gave us a pass,

On Sunday the 28th we were bhrought on horsaback to Vlak-
poort from where we saw British troops, and we wers released,
Oosthuizen was sent with his uncle Wesssal (roenwald
towards Amersfoort early on the morning of the 26th inst and

. a declaration he made before the Court was all in our favour,

4A.D.C,

Kindly inform the Lieutenant (eneral I met "r
Schwikkard this &ftsm Beginning the conversation he
uam mé " Do you ‘tnow ‘.’_ - certain that these surrendered




